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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE

18 SEPTEMBER 2019.

PRESENT

Councillors Lancaster (in the Chair), Dawson, Jolley, Nkurunziza, King, Burch, Saunders and 
Walsh.
Jim Taylor – Chief Executive
Miranda Carruthers-Watt – City Solicitor
Karen Berry – Service Manager

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Paul Dennett (City Mayor), Councillors 
Ferguson, Merry, Boshell, Reynolds, Bellamy, Jones and Linden.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest submitted.

3.      MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 20 AUGIUST 2019.

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 August 2019, were approved as a correct
record.

Matters Arising: item 4 - Compulsory Review of Polling Districts and Stations: 

In response to a request at the meeting held in August, details of the compulsory review 
has been included in the digital pages of In Salford. 
Details have also been displayed in libraries throughout the city and a stall was 
organised at the Big Day Out which was held on Saturday 14 September.

4.     VERBAL UPDATE ON THE COMPULSORY REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND
        STATIONS 

Karen Berry informed members that interest in the compulsory review at the Big Day Out 
was steady and all feedback on polling stations was positive. Quite a few people were aware 
of the Boundary Review with no adverse comments received.  There was some excellent 
feedback on the support the elections team have provided in responding positively to 
queries.

Various meetings have been organised with ward councillors to discuss proposed changes 
to polling districts and stations.

The consultation period finishes on Friday 27 September 2019. With the suggestion of the 
final draft report being submitted to a special meeting of the Electoral Matters Committee on 
the 30 October 2019 for approval. If agreed to be submitted to Full Council on the 20 
November 2019.
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It was agreed to provide large scale maps of the revised ward boundaries.

Three suggested alternatives to replace the temp station on Japan St were offered for 
consideration to Councillor Saunders, details to be emailed to Councillors Connor and 
Leitner for consideration.

Councillor Nkurunziza requested information in regard to the status of refugees upon leaving 
the EU. Karen Berry agreed to provide information.
For information, the link to information via the council website:
https://www.salford.gov.uk/advice-and-support/leaving-the-eu/

RESOLVED: THAT, the update be noted and the suggested date of the 30 October for a 
special meeting of this committee was agreed.  

6.     VERBAL UPDATE ON THE 2019 CANVASS 

Karen Berry informed members that two letters have now been sent out to the electorate, 
with canvassers due to start knocking on doors where we have not received a response.

Councillor Dawson asked if we were able to target landlords where responses may be 
outstanding – agreed.

It was suggested using a GP surgery address for the homeless. Presently can use the Civic 
Centre address.

RESOLVED; THAT, that the Electoral Matters Committee noted the update.

 7.   THE ELECTORAL LANDSCAPE

         The Association of Electoral Administrators. have sent a post-election statement to
the Minister for the Constitution, calling for changes to legislation, improvements to
funding and increased support for electoral administration.

The report submitted also reviews the UK electoral landscape following the scheduled local
government elections and unscheduled European Parliamentary elections that were
run in May 2019.

RESOLVED; THAT, that the Electoral Matters Committee noted the report, copies to be 
circulated to Group secretaries.

8.     ANY OTHER BUSINESS

        8.1 2020 Elections.

In response to questions; Jim Taylor explained the present considerations due to the change 
in day for the Bank Holiday from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May;

 The three verifications to take place throughout the night on Thursday 7 May. 

https://www.salford.gov.uk/advice-and-support/leaving-the-eu/
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 The count for GM Mayor ballot papers will be held at Manchester Central on 
Saturday 9 May. We will need to provide some staff to support the count.

 The counts for the local election ballot papers and the City Mayor will be done at 
Event City on Saturday 9 May.

RESOLVED: That, the update was noted.


